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April 26, 2023 
 
 
National Nominating Committee 
National Extension Association of Family & Consumer Sciences 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It gives me immense pleasure to write this letter of support for Melissa J. Rupp, Extension 
Educator for Family & Consumer Sciences with The Ohio State University Extension in 
Fulton County.  Melissa is pursuing the position of Vice President for Awards and 
Recognition in the National Extension Association for Family and Consumer Sciences. 
 
As you may know, she has served on the Sponsorship and Support Committee for four years, 
serving as Chair for two years and apprentice for one year (due to the pandemic).  Melissa has 
exhibited leadership qualities as she served in multiple state roles.  She has been actively 
involved in the Ohio JCEP Scholarships, Grants, and Recognition Committee.  In addition to 
serving as a reviewer of Creative Works and Team-Teaching awards, she has led the Friend of 
Extension subcommittee for the past two years.  Melissa has also worked with another 
educator, Candace Heer, to support colleagues in their Special Chapter awards 
applications.  She helps behind the scenes or behind the microphone, wherever she is needed. 
Melissa also served as the Healthy Finance Team leader for three years and supported the 
transition between Healthy Finance Program Specialists. 
 
At the National level, Melissa has volunteered as a reviewer for concurrent session proposals 
for annual sessions, presented at the annual session in Pennsylvania, and will present again in 
Rhode Island. For the past two years, she has served as the Chair of the Sponsorship and 
Support Committee.  Her accomplishments include:  1) successfully transitioning the silent 
auction to an online bidding platform with a virtual and in-person dual presence; and              
2) creating the Star Donor Program which allows individuals to contribute to the awards 
program without bidding in the silent auction.  Their donation is acknowledged with a star pin 
to show their belief in the value of excellence in the awards program.  
 
I believe that Melissa would be an excellent Vice President for Awards and Recognition in 
NEAFCS and would bring a great deal of experience and dedication to the role. Please feel 
free to contact me should you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jacqueline Kirby Wilkins, Ph.D., Professor 
Associate Dean and Director, Ohio State University Extension 
Chair, Department of Extension  
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April 30, 2023 

 

 

Dear NEAFCS National Nominating Committee Members: 

 

I, along with the members of the Ohio Affiliate of NEAFCS, eagerly support the application of 
Melissa Rupp for the position of NEAFCS Vice President for Awards and Recognition. 

Melissa is a joy to work with. She is always searching for a better way to accomplish the goals 
for any team we are a part of.  She is organized, an excellent communicator, and fully 
committed to doing the best job she can do. 

As the recent Chair for the Awards Sponsorship Support Committee, Melissa was committed 
to compiling an outstanding Silent Auction. This included exploring online auction capabilities. 
She also looked for ways to increase promotion of giving to the Star Donor program. Her 
active involvement in this committee gives her great insight into the needs and opportunities 
for the Awards and Recognition Committee as a whole.  

Melissa is a firm believer in the good of Family and Consumer Sciences and the part that 
Extension plays in improving our families and communities. She is a role model for NEAFCS 
members, and I would be so proud to have her represent our Ohio affiliate as the national 
NEAFCS Vice President for Awards and Recognition. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Emily G. Marrison 
 
Family and Consumer Sciences Educator 
Ohio State University Extension, Coshocton County  

Assistant Professor, The Ohio State University 
 
2023 Ohio Affiliate NEAFCS President  
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April 28, 2023 

 

 

Dear NEAFCS Nominating Committee: 

 

It is my pleasure to support Melissa Rupp's nomination for NEAFCS Vice President for Awards and 

Recognition. 

 

During my own tenure as NEAFCS VP for Awards and Recognition, I have had the opportunity to 

work closely with Melissa during her leadership of the Awards Sponsorhip and Support Committee. 

Her work organizing and facilitating the silent auction at the annual session has been a good 

demonstration of her enthusiasm, dedication, and administrative skills. Her innovative ideas for the 

auction have made it easier for both auction donors and auction bidders to take advantage of the 

opportunity to support the NEAFCS awards program. 

 

Since returning to Extension in 2017, Melissa has attended five NEAFCS annual sessions, both in-

person and virtual. She has been an active participant in the sessions as a proposal reviewer, 

concurrent session presenter, and volunteer and has been recognized for her great work by her 

professional peers as an award winner. She believes whole-heartedly in the value of celebrating the 

collective and individual successes of Family and Consumer Sciences professionals everywhere and 

continually strives to raise the bar of education for her clientele. 

 

Melissa has a degree in Family and Consumer Sciences. Her professional focus is on financial 

literacy and food safety. She is currently working towards her Accredited Financial Counselor 

credentials through AFCPE. She lives on her family farm with her husband and is the proud mom of 

two adult daughters. 

 

I firmly believe Melissa has the skills, dedication, and energy to fulfill the duties of VP for Awards 

and Recognition with aplomb and fully support her nomination. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Samantha Kennedy 

NEAFCS Board, VP for Awards and Recognition, 2021-2023 

County Extension Director 

UF/IFAS Extension Wakulla County 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
Ohio State University Extension 

 
OSU Extension, Paulding County 

Area Leader, Area 1 
 

OSU Extension, Paulding County 
503 Fairground Drive 

Paulding, OH 45879 
 

419-399-8225  Phone 
 

Paulding.osu.edu 
u.osu.edu/paulding4h 

 
May 1, 2023 
 
 
Dear NAEFCS Nominating Committee, 
 
I am writing a letter of support for Melissa Rupp to be considered for the Vice President for Awards 
and Recognition in the National Extension Association for Family and Consumer Sciences. 
 
Melissa is a highly dedicated, often sought after, and well-disciplined Family Consumer Sciences 
Educator with Ohio State University Extension.  Her knowledge of the Family Consumer Sciences 
program area is vast, and I feel that Melissa would be a great candidate for this leadership position. 
 
Melissa gives selflessly of herself for the betterment of Family Consumer Sciences, is an eager 
learner, and a true leader.  I have watched Melissa lead a multitude of groups and can testify that she 
does so with grace, dignity, and trust.  She is not afraid to take charge, delegate, and follow-up with 
others to ensure that tasks are completed accurately and timely.   
 
I have often leaned on Melissa for her knowledge as well as her ability to work with others.  She has 
been a wonderful mentor to many FCS Educators in Ohio.  She strives for excellence and brings out 
the best work in everyone she works with. 
 
As Melissa’s direct supervisor, I have spoken with her at length regarding the time commitment that 
this position would entail and can ensure that she will be able to give this commitment the time and 
attention this position will need to be successful. 
 
Thank you!  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Michael Schweinsberg 
Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development 
Area Leader for Defiance, Henry Fulton, Paulding, and Williams Counties 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




